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Dear Parents and Guardians,

Seeing Catholic Central students sporadically throughout the summer has been a poignant experience.  
We miss them so much, and we miss the community we create together.  As the smaller pieces of our 
community have begun to get back together in athletic training, band camp, retreat planning, and teacher 
inservices, we’re reminded how wonderful it is to just be with each other in person.

Being physically present with one another is a gift that needs care and protection right now.  As we look 
forward to starting school, we must all remain vigilant about protecting everyone.  We wear masks to keep 
others safe.  We need to keep our teachers and students healthy, and we need to keep safe the people in 
our homes: grandparents who live with us, siblings or spouses with health concerns, and so on.    

To help protect life and health, all of our plans (found in full the Catholic Central website’s Return to School 
page) are in alignment with the requirements of the MI Safe Schools Roadmap, the Kent County Health 
Department, and the diocesan Office of Catholic Schools.  

Staying Informed
So that we can remain in contact with you as circumstances change, please keep all of your contact 
information up to date.  We use our Infinite Campus database for email, phone, and address information, 
so if anything changes, please let the main office know right away.  If you aren’t receiving our regular 
Cougar Parent News emails and other important email blasts, please notify the main office. 

Please check the website for the answers to questions about lunch, attendance, events, and more.  We 
will keep our Return to School page updated with links to our plans and policies, as well as answers to 
Frequently Asked Questions. If you can’t find the answers you need there, feel free to contact the main 
office.  

Included with this first mailer are the key dates for the school year.  Our experience in the past five months 
has taught us that, when it comes to planning, we need to be flexible and ready for change.  Other dates 
and events are planned, but everything is tentative for the time being.  Dates will be updated on the 
website calendar as well. 

Forms
Because you completed the Continuous Enrollment Contract this year, we don’t have as many forms to fill 
in and return.  However, there are a few that require action: the concussion form, the application for free 
and reduced lunch, and the form for school pictures should be returned on August 19.  If students are 
returning for in-person learning, these forms will be collected in their first carrier.  If students are learning 
from home, please mail the concussion form and free/reduced lunch forms (if applicable) to school.  We 
will hope to capture pictures during the retake opportunity later in the fall.  

The Importance of Free and Reduced Lunch Forms
For various reasons, some families who qualify for free or reduced lunch choose not to return the form.  
However, there are a few reasons why it is important to apply, even if you don’t plan to use the meals:

• Qualifying for free or reduced meals also qualifies families for waivers and/or discounts on college 
applications and standardized tests.

• The number of students who qualify for free and reduced meals determines the amount of funding 
Catholic Central can receive for title programs and federal relief funds (like the CARES Act).  
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Guides for Remote and In-Person Learning
Our teachers have been planning and training throughout the summer for the unpredictable year ahead, and 
no matter if we are at school or at home, we’re ready to keep learning together.  Of course we can’t predict 
everything, but we’ve consolidated the most useful information into guides to help clarify steps that the various 
stakeholders (students, parents, and staff) will commit to in each circumstance.  These are included in this mailer, 
and they should be posted in your home or at least kept readily available.  

If you need more detailed information, check the Return to School page on the website.  There you will find the 
longer plans and the FAQ.  The student handbook is also found on the website this year, and in it you will find the 
normal policies along with the addendum that outlines this year’s changes related to COVID-19. 

School Supplies
We are often asked about school supplies, and with each student’s uniquely personalized schedule, we can’t 
provide a comprehensive list.  When they first meet, each teacher will let students know what to bring, so they 
are not expected to have those supplies for the first day of school.  However, you can predict that they will need 
the basic supplies like paper and writing utensils.  Since sharing supplies will be limited this year, it’s important to 
have a reliable plan for having the supplies needed each day.

In addition to the usual supplies, we’re asking students to bring the following to keep with them at all times:
• Facial covering: Masks or gaiters that cover the nose and mouth and comply with CC’s policies.  If masks 

are cloth, make sure these are washed after daily use to prevent self-contamination.  Disposable masks 
should only be used once.  

• Ear buds:  While COVID-19 is a threat, there are times when teachers might pre-record sections of a lesson 
to make sure they can be heard over potential noise from open windows and fans.  Additionally, several 
students in study halls might be re-watching sections of lessons, so earbuds are needed.   

• Tissues: Teachers appreciate donations of boxes for the classrooms, but it’s best to have one’s own supply 
handy in order to immediately cover a sneeze and to avoid walking past others.

• Hand sanitizer approved by the CDC for killing coronavirus: The school has hand sanitizer stations, but 
individual hand sanitizer use would cut down on potential crowding.

Transportation
You should have already received information from the Transportation Department of the Office of Catholic 
Schools.  Please direct any bussing questions to that office.  

We know that transportation can be difficult for individual families, especially this year.  However, our obligation is 
safety.  We cannot have students gathering when we can’t maintain social distancing, so the Student Center, gym 
lobby, and CAT facilities can’t be used as waiting areas where students will gather. The school building will not 
be open prior to 7:00AM, and students must remain at CC once they’ve checked in.  Please make arrangements 
accordingly.  

Many have relied on carpooling in the past.  Please encourage your children to wear masks when carpooling, as 
that close contact places them in a vulnerable situation. 

Transportation for athletics will be handled through the Athletic Department, so please work with coaches and 
the Athletic Office for questions.  One important item to note is that our CAT bus will be limited this year, and it 
will only be available to students who have an athletic commitment at the CAT after school.  A pass system will 
be implemented through the athletic office and coaches.  Because we need to limit the number of students riding 
those busses, they may not be used for non-athletic transportation. 

We know how challenging this year will be.  There are bound to be disappointments and last-minute changes.  
Still, as the adults who are committed to help form our teenagers into men and women of faith, together we can 
model what it looks like to live and act with a peace that passes all understanding.  Let us all commit to being 
living examples of grace, dignity, and resilience.  We’re all going to need to ask for help and forgiveness at times, 
but that’s a good thing for our kids to see, too.  When we look back on these times, I pray that we will have been 
good stewards of the Lord’s trust in us to shepherd his children. 

With Love and Partnership,

Tiffany Marrinan, Interim Principal
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STAY CONNECTED

grcatholiccentral

@grcatholiccentral

Catholic Central High School 
319 Sheldon Blvd SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49505

Cougar Athletic Trails (CAT) 
2770 Knapp St NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525

Main Office 
Phone: 616-233-5800 
Fax: 616-459-0257

Attendance Secretary 
Phone: 616-233-5812

Athletic Office 
Phone: 616-233-5813 
Fax: 616-233-5873

Guidance Office 
Phone: 616-233-5810

Admissions Office 
Phone: 616-233-5802

Advancement Office 
Phone: 616-233-5816

QUICK REFERENCE CONTACTS

School Website 
grcatholiccentral.org

Athletic Website 
catholiccentalsports.com

Interim Principal 
Mrs. Tiffany Marrinan  
tiffanymarrinan@grcatholiccentral.org

Dean of Student Life 
Mr. Peter DeWitt 
peterdewitt@grcatholiccentral.org

Transportation Questions

Maureen Rutka - 616-246-6470 

Important Reminder

Only Catholic Central faculty, staff, and current students are allowed in the main school 
building starting August 19th. If you need to pick-up or drop-off anything for your student, 
please call our main office at 616-233-5800. 



Senior Kick Off Retreat

Freshman Orientation 

1st Day of School 

QUICK REFERENCE CALENDAR

AUGUST

13

17

19

No School

No School 

1/2 Day All A’s Celebration

SEPTEMBER

4

7

24

1/2 Day Testing Day

 
No School - Teacher PD

No School - Teacher PD

OCTOBER

14

15-16

16

Thanksgiving Break - No School 

NOVEMBER

25-26

1/2 Day - Semester Exams 

1/2 Day - Christmas Families

Christmas Break - No School

DECEMBER

14-17

18

21-JAN 3

Classes Resume

No School - MLK Day

JANUARY

4

18

FEBRUARY

Catholic Schools Week

Mid Winter Break 

1-5

15-16

MARCH

No Key Events 

1/2 Day - Honors Convocation

Graduation

No School - Memorial Day 

MAY

18

19

24

Semester Exams

Last Day of School

JUNE

1-4

4

No School - Good Friday 

Spring Break - No School

Classes Resume

APRIL

2

5-9

12

Below you will find key dates for the 2020-21 school year. Extracurricular activity dates will be communicated 
around their appropriate times.



IN-PERSON LEARNING

Student Commitment

BEFORE SCHOOL
1. Before coming to school, self-screen for symptoms using Catholic Central’s process, and follow the 

expectations for remote learning if symptoms are present. 
2. Be in dress code. Points of emphasis: only Flynn O’Hara uniforms, skirts at the top of the knee, men being 

clean shaven, and solid color belts (blue, black, brown, or tan). 

AT SCHOOL
1. If possible, arrive at school between 7:35-7:55, verify your screening, and make your way directly to the 

first carrier of the day. The Student Center is not used for gathering this year. 
2. Cell phones go in backpacks or lockers, not on the person from 8am-3pm every day.
3. Maintain social distancing.
4. Wear your mask/facial covering all day every day. (Facial coverings are to be a solid color or with a simple 

print. No symbols, words, or images are allowed.) 
5. Wash your hands often (20 second minimum).
6. Cover coughs and sneezes with tissue or elbows. 
7. Use hand sanitizer throughout the day, especially if you cough, sneeze, or touch something that others 

did.
8. Transitions:

• Stairways will be one direction up or down.
• Hallways will be divided for one direction flow.
• Move quickly from one class to the next to minimize close interactions and maintain social distancing

AFTER SCHOOL
1. Leave the school grounds immediately following the end of day dismissal unless attending a prearranged 

meeting with a member of the faculty.
2. No lingering or gathering.

Special Circumstances:
• Late Arrivals: Any student arriving outside of the normal scheduled start to the school day to sign in 

at the main office.  Sign in sheets will be located on the island desk in the main office.  Students are 
expected to use their own pen or pencil, sign in, and proceed directly to their current classroom.

• Early arrivals: After verifying their self-screening, students arriving early to the building will proceed to 
the student center to sit quietly in the desks, six feet from other students.  At 7:40am students should 
proceed directly to their first carrier of the day.  No students will be allowed to congregate in the student 
center, hallways, library, or gym.

All students need to take ownership and responsibility for their learning and for the safety of all. We will 
take care of ourselves, each other, and our school. 



IN-PERSON LEARNING

All parents need to enforce screening practices and follow attendance policies to keep the whole 
community safe.  Together we can encourage an atmosphere of faith, openness, support, and growth.

1. Make sure that students screen for symptoms each day. 
2. If a student is ill, has a fever, or shows any symptoms of COVID-19 they must not attend school until they 

are symptom free. Contact your regular medical provider and get tested for COVID-19. If the student does 
not have COVID-19 but is still experiencing cold or flu-like symptoms, then they can return to school after 
they are feeling better and have been fever-free for 24 hours. 

3. If your child tests positive for COVID-19, follow the guidance of the Kent County Health Department and 
your medical provider for isolation, quarantine, and return to school. 

4. Students arriving at school who are ill or show symptoms will not be allowed to attend and will be sent 
home.  Parents will be responsible for transporting students home.

5. Students who are excused by parents for any part of the day due to illness will not be allowed to attend 
school for the rest of the day or participate in any extracurricular activities.

6. All students are expected to leave the school grounds immediately following the end of day dismissal 
unless attending a prearranged meeting with a member of the faculty. Please make sure to arrange 
transportation accordingly.  Contact the main office in case of a delay.

Our staff remains committed to living our mission and core values in a safe environment.  We will work 
closely with students, families, and health officials under the direction of the State of Michigan and the 
Diocese of Grand Rapids.

1. We will hold students, parents, and ourselves accountable to the standards of learning, conduct, and 
safety. For greater detail, please refer to the Return to School page on our website, where you can find 
our detailed plan approved by the school board and state. 

2. Exposure to positive COVID-19 Case:  If a student is exposed to a positive case of COVID-19 within the 
building or outside of the building Catholic Central will follow the specific recommendations and policies 
provided by the Kent County Health Department. Detailed information on these guidelines is found in 
KCHD’s Toolkit for schools: https://www.accesskent.com/Health/CommDisease/pdfs/SchoolToolkit%20
7.31.2020.pdf

3. Further academic and communications commitments can be found on the Remote Learning page. 

Parent Commitment

Staff Commitment

Important Reminder

Only Catholic Central faculty, staff, and current students are allowed in the main school building starting August 
19th. If you need to pick-up or drop-off anything for your student, please call our main office at 616-233-5800. 



REMOTE LEARNING

• Remote learning is an option when families feel too anxious to have students return to school. These 
families will make commitments in four-week increments, giving CC a one-week notice of plans to return 
to school.  

• Remote learning is an expectation for students who need to stay home due to displaying minor symptoms 
of COVID-19 or who need to quarantine.  Any student at home who is well enough to learn should follow 
their daily schedule from home.  

•  Any student who is too ill to learn remotely should make up the work as directed by the attendance policy 
in the Student Handbook (found on the website).  

 
All communication of these situations will be streamlined through the Attendance Office (233-5812).

Student Commitment
All students need to take ownership and responsibility for their learning. We will all be working to become 
better problem solvers by using a growth mindset.  

1. Use an organization system that will work for you.  (Try setting a Google Calendar with reminders, getting a 
planner, and/or using a weekly assignment sheet.) Check off assignments after you submit them. 

2. Be at a desk, table, or counter by the start of school (not in bed) and dress for school with your uniform shirt 
or other CC top.

3. Log into Canvas, and at the start time for each class log into the live meeting session where the teacher will 
take attendance. Have the video on but the microphone off when you enter meetings. 

4. Work along with each class and participate as directed by the teacher. 
5. During the Mass/Coram Deo period on Wednesdays and during the beginning of study hall and/or Academic 

Support Center time, log into those courses in Canvas. 
6. Take your short breaks during passing times and a long break during lunch, as directed by your schedule and 

your teachers.  Lunch time will take place during middle-of-the-day carriers.
7. Use chat features and email to communicate with teachers as they direct you.  Ask questions during class as 

much as possible.  Get help while it’s immediately available.
8. Use the resources available to you when you have problems.  Check Canvas for tip sheets for solving 

common technology problems. Reach out to the help desk when those resources don’t correct the problem.  
 
Make sure to stay connected with classmates and teachers by communicating regularly.  Ask people 
for help and clarification right away!  If you’re feeling overwhelmed or behind, get help from the adult 
support system surrounding you:  teachers, parents, guidance counselors, the student support center 
team, or the chaplains. 



REMOTE LEARNING

Our staff remains committed to helping students live out our mission and core values.  We want our 
students to grow in knowledge and independence, so we provide regular feedback and coaching through 
a growth mindset.

1. Teachers will keep Canvas up to date with plans at the beginning of each new week.  (Recordings of live 
sessions will be available after they occur.) 

2. Teachers will provide access and guidance to those learning from home.
3. Teachers will keep grades updated each week. 
4. Guidance counselors and chaplains remain available for students who need emotional or spiritual 

support.  
5. The Student Support Services Team stands ready to help with academic support beyond the classroom 

teachers. 
6. The Administrative and Communication Team will provide regular updates and make changes as needed 

to keep everyone as safe, prepared, and informed as possible. 
7. We respond to emails within 24-48 hours, generally within business hours; however, there are situations 

that will impact this, such as illness or a family emergency. 

Staff Commitment

Catholic Central always desires a strong partnership with families, but we need it even more now.  The 
adults will support each other in coaching and supporting student growth during this challenge.  

1. Communicate with the Attendance Office (233-5812) when changes occur or are anticipated.  Be clear 
with questions and issues so we can stay current with the health department and with instructional 
planning.

2. Help coach students in problem solving, time management, and professional communication.  Encourage 
them to reach out for help often if the posted resources don’t help enough.

3. Sit with students to check Infinite Campus regularly, at least once per week. 
4. For academic concerns or questions, always reach out to the teacher for clarification first.  This gets 

issues resolved most quickly and clearly.  Use the Technology Help Desk when there is an issue with an 
iPad or app.  Call Guidance if there are signs of significant mental distress. 

5. Read emails from school thoroughly and check for them regularly.
6. Keep your information up to date with the school.  Let the main office (233-5800) know if your phone 

number, email address, or address changes. 
7. If you need to come to the school for any reason, call ahead to the main office to schedule a time.  We are 

not allowing visitors or unexpected drop ins this year. 

Parent Commitment

Important Reminder

Only Catholic Central faculty, staff, and current students are allowed in the main school building starting August 
19th. If you need to pick-up or drop-off anything for your student, please call our main office at 616-233-5800. 




