
 Honors English I:  Literature and Composition 
Summer Assignments 

 
Here is a link to a video overview of this assignment 

  
  
Assignment #1: The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho 
I hope you will enjoy reading this inspiring tale and will find it meaningful in finding your way through this part of 
your life’s journey.  This is a novel about finding and following your dreams, told from the point of view of a young 
man who travels from Spain to Egypt to find his treasure.  Hopefully, while following his journey, you will find 
much to reflect upon and perhaps apply to your own journey.  
  
While You Read: 
Read and take notes and/or annotate, keeping track of characters and plot events, which are relatively few. 
What you will find most interesting are the ideas, lessons, and reflections the protagonist gives you, so 
annotate/take notes on those ideas, too.  Be sure to include the “Introduction,” “Epilogue,” and “About the Author” 
sections in your reading and note-taking.  Keep track of any questions you have. I will NOT be collecting these 
notes at the beginning of the year, but you will need to refer to them during class discussion on the novel, so be 
thorough and clear. 

  
Your Written Assignment: 
Since the questions below will be potential discussion topics, keep brief notes on all of them in addition to your 
other notes as you read (notes on these questions WILL be collected for a grade- please type your notes if you 
have the ability).  
 
Once you finish reading, choose ONE to answer more fully in a typed, one-page, double-spaced essay in size 12 font. 
The best grades will be given to essays which fully answer the question using sensible paragraphing, use good 
details, and use proper writing skills.  
 
Discussion Topics/Journal Choices: 

1. The “King of Salem” tells Santiago that the new book he has acquired is about the same thing almost all                      
other books are about: “people’s inability to choose their own Personal Legends.” This story is so                
common, he suggests, because people have come to believe “the world’s greatest lie”—that we all lose                
control of our own lives and must let them be controlled by fate. When is Santiago tempted to let his life be                      
controlled by fate? The elder chieftain of the oasis tells Santiago the story of Joseph of Egypt, who became                   
an important counselor to the pharaoh. In what ways would this Personal Legend have suited Santiago’s                
own life?  Why does he not choose it?  What overall theme or message does this help reveal? 
  

2. One of the first major diversions from Santiago’s journey is the theft of his money in Tangier, which forces                    
him into taking a menial job with the crystal merchant. There, Santiago learns many lessons on everything                 
from the art of business to the art of patience. Of all these, which lessons are the most crucial to the pursuit                      
of his personal legend?  What overall theme or message does this help reveal?  

 
3.      The Englishman, whom Santiago meets when he joins the caravan to the Egyptian pyramids, is searching 

for “a universal language, understood by everybody.”  What is that language?  According to the Englishman, 
what are the parallels between reading and alchemy?  How does the Englishman’s search for the alchemist 
compare to Santiago’s search for a treasure?  What overall theme or message does this help reveal? 

 

https://www.loom.com/share/386c1192112643eea1226ee1c6ed3df3


4.      The Englishman comments that he’d like to “write a huge encyclopedia just about the words luck and 
coincidence.  It’s with those words that the universal language is written.”  Do all of the characters in The 
Alchemist experience omens as coincidences?  What kinds of omens occur in the book?  If the universal 
language is “understood by everybody, but already forgotten,” in what sense do omens remind us of what 
we’ve forgotten?  How is the Englishman himself both a link to Santiago’s past and an omen about his future? 
What overall theme or message does this help reveal? 

  
5.      The alchemist tells Santiago "you don't even have to understand the desert: all you have to do is to 

contemplate a simple grain of sand, and you will see in it all the marvels of creation." With this in mind, why 
do you think the alchemist chose to befriend Santiago, though he knew that the Englishman was the one 
looking at him? What is the meaning of two dead hawks and the falcon in the oasis? At one point the 
alchemist explains to Santiago the secret of successfully turning metal to gold. How does this process compare 
to finding a Personal Legend? What overall theme or message does this help to reveal? 

 
6.      Why did Santiago have to go through the dangers of tribal wars on the outskirts of the oasis in order to reach 

the Pyramids? At the very end of the journey, why did the alchemist leave Santiago alone to complete it? 
What overall theme or message does this help reveal? 

 
7. Earlier in the story, the alchemist told Santiago "when you possess great treasures within you, and try to 

tell others of them, seldom are you believed." At the end of the story, how did this simple lesson save 
Santiago's life? How did it lead him back to the treasure he was looking for?  What overall theme or message 
does this help reveal? 

  
 
Assignment #2: Book Challenge! 
I hope you’ll see this assignment as an opportunity to read instead of a challenge to read. Reading has been 
proven to reduce stress, increase your vocabulary, improve your memory, and strengthen your analytical thinking 
skills, in addition to many other benefits. I try to read a little bit every day, and I hope this assignment will 
encourage you to do the same. 
 
The Requirements: 

● Read a minimum of 2 books (in addition to The Alchemist) before the start of school. 
● You know your reading level, so please choose books that are appropriate for you in terms of difficulty 

and content. 
○ Use reviews on amazon.com, goodreads.com, and commonsensemedia.org to help you make 

informed decisions about your book choices. 
● Complete the attached sheet for each book that you read, even if you read more than 2.  
● Note: Depending on the status of library closures this summer, this document about access to reading 

material might be helpful. 
 
One of your first assignments in the fall, which will help us get to know each other and help you learn how to use some 
apps on your iPad that we’ll be using all year, will be to create a book recommendation video for your favorite book 
you read this summer. You’ll get more directions for this once school starts.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QD_ZhMtfSzIAczll1IP9hSgSNgpAw2pSFBRUE46bB-4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QD_ZhMtfSzIAczll1IP9hSgSNgpAw2pSFBRUE46bB-4/edit?usp=sharing


Among other shorter texts (poems, articles, and short stories), we will read the following longer texts during the 
year,. Please do not choose any these for your summer reading: 

● The Odyssey by Homer 
● Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 
● Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 
● Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Heather Rawe 
(heatherrawe@grcatholiccentral.org) 
 
[Please scroll to the next page in this document to access the 

book challenge response sheet] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Book Challenge Personal response 
 

You may print multiple copies of this sheet out, or you may recreate this handout on a piece of notebook paper. Please remember 
to fill out one of these sheets for EACH book that you read. 

 
 

Book title: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Author: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Genre: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of pages: ___________________ 
 
Answer the following questions in complete sentences. 
1. Did you like the book? Why or why not? Would you recommend it to other people? What types of people might like this 
book? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What struggles did you encounter as you read? (Was there anything you found difficult? Were there vocabulary words or 
concepts you didn’t understand?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Choose an idea that the book presents and respond personally to that idea. (For example, maybe the book is a coming of age 
story about a kid who’s pressured to do something they don’t want to do. You could write about a time that something similar 
happened to you, showing how you can relate to the character) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent Signature: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


