
English III Summer Reading Assignment 2020 
 

 
For your summer reading assignment, please choose one of the following works to read and write about: 
 
Red Rising by Pierce Brown- Darrow is a Red, a member of the lowest caste in the color-coded society of the future. Like his 
fellow Reds, he works all day, believing that he and his people are making the surface of Mars livable for future generations. 
Soon he discovers that humanity reached the surface generations ago. Vast cities and lush wilds spread across the planet. 
Darrow—and Reds like him—are nothing more than slaves to a decadent ruling class.  Darrow sacrifices everything to 
infiltrate the legendary Institute, a proving ground for the dominant Gold caste, where the next generation of humanity’s 
overlords struggle for power.  He will be forced to compete for his life and the very future of civilization against the best and 
most brutal of Society’s ruling class. There, he will stop at nothing to bring down his enemies . . . even if it means he has to 
become one of them to do so. 
 
American Road Trip by Patrick Flores Scott- Even though he is a struggling student, with a strong family, the best friend a guy 
could ask for, and a budding romance with the girl of his dreams, life shows promise for Teodoro “T” Avila. But he takes 
some hard hits the summer before senior year when his nearly perfect brother, Manny, returns from a tour in Iraq with a 
devastating case of PTSD. In a desperate effort to save Manny from himself and pull their family back together, T’s fiery sister, 
Xochitl, hoodwinks her brothers into a cathartic road trip. 
 
Where The Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens- For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on 
the North Carolina coast. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately suspect Kya 
Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived for years alone in the 
marsh that she calls home, finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then the time comes when she yearns to be 
touched and loved. When two young men from town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new 
life--until the unthinkable happens. 
 
Pride by Ibi Zoboi- Zuri Benitez has pride. Brooklyn pride, family pride, and pride in her Afro-Latino roots. But pride might 
not be enough to save her rapidly gentrifying neighborhood from becoming unrecognizable.  When the wealthy Darcy family 
moves in across the street, Zuri wants nothing to do with their two teenage sons, even as her older sister, Janae, starts to fall 
for the charming Ainsley. She especially can’t stand the judgmental and arrogant Darius. Yet as Zuri and Darius are forced to 
find common ground, their initial dislike shifts into an unexpected understanding.  In a timely update of Jane Austen's Pride 
and Prejudice, critically acclaimed author Ibi Zoboi skillfully balances cultural identity, class, and gentrification in her vibrant 
reimagining of this beloved classic. 
 
The Boys In The Boat by Daniel James Brown- The improbable, true account of how nine working-class boys from the American 
West showed the world at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin what true grit really meant.  It was an unlikely quest from the start. 
With a team composed of the sons of loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the University of Washington’s eight-oar crew 
team was never expected to defeat the elite teams of the East Coast and Great Britain, yet they did, going on to shock the 
world by defeating the German team rowing for Adolf Hitler. The emotional heart of the tale lies with Joe Rantz, a teenager 
without family or prospects, who rows not only to regain his shattered self-regard but also to find a real place for himself in 
the world. Drawing on the boys’ own journals and vivid memories of a once-in-a-lifetime shared dream, Brown has created an 
unforgettable portrait of an era, a celebration of a remarkable achievement, and a chronicle of one extraordinary young man’s 
personal quest. 
  
Read carefully and take notes (annotate) as you see fit.  You will reference your chosen book throughout the first unit as 
part of what we do in, which will include:  

-  SAT essay writing practice 
-  Small group discussions 
-  Presentations 
-  Stylistic and rhetorical analysis of selected excerpts 
 

 



We will be collecting two one-page journals (typed, double spaced, MLA format) at the beginning of the school year.   
 

1. Journal #1 (during reading):  What is your reaction to the book so far? Do you like it? You can be honest. What 
scenes stand out to you the most? What issues has this book opened your eyes to? 

 
2. Journal #2 (after reading): Choose one significant passage from the text and take a picture of it with your iPad 

or phone. This can be any scene that stood out to you, affected you emotionally, or that you simply found 
interesting. The passage you choose should be 1-2 pages in length. Once you have identified the passage, write an 
analysis of it. Consider the following questions as you write: why is this passage significant? What makes it an 
effective piece of writing? How is the author trying to get you to feel? How do you know?  

 
If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Burns (maryburns@grcatholiccentral.org)  or Mrs. Schaefer 
(kateschaefer@grcatholiccentral.org). 
 
Enjoy your reading and have a great summer! 
 

 

 


