
English II – American Literature and Composition   
Summer Reading and Writing Assignment 

 
1.  Read one of the following novels.  

2.  As you read, consider taking notes on the topics that were covered last year.  These notes will help you be 
ready for class discussions and activities in the fall.  Topics could include: characterization, theme, conflicts, 
symbols, setting, writing style (figurative language etc.), plot twists, irony, foreshadowing etc.  These notes do 
not have to be exhaustive, just something to help you in class with activities and writing assignments. 

3.  Choose one analytical prompt and one personal response prompt from the choices offered.  Write one well 
developed paragraph in response to each.  In other words, you will write a total of two well developed 
paragraphs about the novel.  Please type each in MLA format and be ready to turn these in on the first day of 
school. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Serpent King by Jeff Zentner 
Dill isn't the most popular kid at his rural Tennessee high school. After his father fell from grace in a public scandal that 
reverberated throughout their small town, Dill became a target. Fortunately, his two fellow misfits and best friends, Travis 
and Lydia, have his back.  But as they begin their senior year, Dill feels the coils of his future tightening around him. His 
only escapes are music and his secret feelings for Lydia--neither of which he is brave enough to share. Graduation feels 
more like an ending to Dill than a beginning. But even before then, he must cope with another ending--one that will rock 
his life to the core. 
 
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor black neighborhood where she lives and the fancy 
suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal 
shooting of her childhood best friend, Khalil, at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed.  Soon afterward, 
Khalil's death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Starr's best 
friend at school suggests he may have had it coming. When it becomes clear the police have little interest in investigating 
the incident, protesters take to the streets and Starr's neighborhood becomes a war zone. What everyone wants to know is: 
What really went down that night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr. 
 
Turtles All The Way Down by John Green 
Sixteen-year-old Aza never intended to pursue the mystery of fugitive billionaire Russell Pickett, but there’s a 
hundred-thousand-dollar reward at stake and her Best and Most Fearless Friend, Daisy, is eager to investigate. So 
together, they navigate the short distance and broad divides that separate them from Russell Pickett’s son, Davis.   Aza is 
trying. She is trying to be a good daughter, a good friend, a good student, and maybe even a good detective, while also 
living within the ever-tightening spiral of her own thoughts. 
 
The Living by Matt de la Pena 
Shy takes the summer job to make some money. A few months on a luxury cruise liner--how bad can it be? Bikinis, free 
food, maybe even a girl or two . . . every cruise has a fresh crop of passengers, after all. He'll rake in the tips and be able to 
help his mom and sister out with the bills.  But then, an earthquake more massive than any ever recorded hits California 
and Shy's life is changed forever.  The earthquake is only the beginning. Twenty-four hours and a catastrophic chain of 
events later, Shy is lost at sea, fighting to survive--and stuck with her. 
 
 



Warcross by Marie Lu 
For the millions who log in every day, Warcross isn’t just a game—it’s a way of life. The obsession started ten years ago 
and its fan base now spans the globe, some eager to escape from reality and others hoping to make a profit. Struggling to 
make ends meet, teenage hacker Emika Chen works as a bounty hunter, tracking down Warcross players who bet on the 
game illegally. But the bounty-hunting world is a competitive one, and survival has not been easy. To make some quick 
cash, Emika takes a risk and hacks into the opening game of the international Warcross Championships—only to 
accidentally glitch herself into the action and become an overnight sensation.  Convinced she’s going to be arrested, 
Emika is shocked when instead she gets a call from the game’s creator, the elusive young billionaire Hideo Tanaka, with 
an irresistible offer. He needs a spy on the inside of this year’s tournament in order to uncover a security problem . . . and 
he wants Emika for the job. 
 

Analytical Prompts: 

(Choose ONE of these prompts) 

1. Each character is coming of age in different ways. Explain what events or characters have the biggest impact 
on the protagonist’s growth. Why does this event or person affect the protagonist in such a way? Please use 
examples (textual evidence) in your response. 

2. Each character has various motivations for the decisions they make, ranging from selfishness to selfless acts. 
Explain the character’s motivations. What are the consequences of these choices? Please use examples in your 
response . 

 

Personal Response Prompts: 

(Choose ONE of these prompts) 

1. Characters often know the right thing to do, but then do the other because it is personally convenient. Talk 
about a time that you have faced a situation like this, when making the right choice is difficult, and relate it to 
the story.  

2. Everyone in the story deals with hardships, but some deal with them better than others. Talk about a time you 
have dealt with hardships. How did you deal with it? Which character do you most identify with related to how 
you dealt with hardships?  Please relate this occurrence to the story. 

If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact: 

Mrs. Heather Rawe heatherrawe@grcatholiccentral.org  

Mr. Rob Bonner robbonner@grcatholiccentral.org 

 

Library access: 

KDL: Online Check Out Options  (Don’t have a library card? Sign up for one here.) 
 
GRPL: Online Check Out Options.  (Don’t have a library card?  Sign up for one here.) 
 

 

mailto:heatherrawe@grcatholiccentral.org
mailto:robbonner@grcatholiccentral.org
https://www.kdl.org/downloads
https://catalog.kdl.org/client/en_US/default/search/registration/$N?pc=SYMWS
https://www.grpl.org/download/
https://www.grpl.org/temporary-e-cards/

