
 

English I: Literature and Composition  
Summer Reading 

 
Greetings!  We hope your summer is going well, and we’re excited to give you your summer reading 
assignment for English.  This year, you need to read ONE book from the list below and use that text to complete 
the assignments.  We have five very different books to choose from.  The reviews below have been taken from 
Amazon.com.  For help in guiding your choice, look at other reviews on goodreads.com or the comments on 
commonsensemedia.org.  
 
Legend by Marie Lu 
What was once the western United States is now home to the Republic, a nation perpetually at war with its 
neighbors. Born into an elite family in one of the Republic's wealthiest districts, fifteen-year-old June is a 
prodigy being groomed for success in the Republic's highest military circles. Born into the slums, 
fifteen-year-old Day is the country's most wanted criminal. But his motives may not be as malicious as they 
seem.  From very different worlds, June and Day have no reason to cross paths - until the day June's brother, 
Metias, is murdered and Day becomes the prime suspect. Caught in the ultimate game of cat and mouse, Day is 
in a race for his family's survival, while June seeks to avenge Metias's death. But in a shocking turn of events, 
the two uncover the truth of what has really brought them together, and the sinister lengths their country will go 
to keep its secrets. 
 
 
Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo 
Ketterdam: a bustling hub of international trade where anything can be had for the right price—and no one 
knows that better than criminal prodigy Kaz Brekker. Kaz is offered a chance at a deadly heist that could make 
him rich beyond his wildest dreams. But he can’t pull it off alone.… A convict with a thirst for revenge.  A 
sharpshooter who can’t walk away from a wager.  A runaway with a privileged past.  A spy known as the 
Wraith.  A Heartrender using her magic to survive the slums.  A thief with a gift for unlikely escapes.  Six 
dangerous outcasts. One impossible heist. Kaz’s crew is the only thing that might stand between the world and 
destruction–if they don’t kill each other first. 
 
 
Outcasts United: The Story of a Refugee Soccer Team That Changed a Town by Warren St. John 
St. John presents the remarkable, inspiring story of a persevering female coach, a soccer team of refugee boys, 
and the Georgia town that is their home. With conviction and skill, Jordanian Luma Mufleh established and 
coached three soccer teams known as the Fugees. Her players were haunted by memories of war-torn 
homelands and personal tragedies and were struggling to adjust to life in the United States. However, her high 
expectations and willingness to help families impacted her young players. Despite challenges to locate a 
practice field, minimal funding for uniforms and equipment, and zero fans on the sidelines, the Fugees practiced 
hard and demonstrated a team spirit that drew admiration from referees and even their competitors. Featuring 
pivotal soccer games and anecdotes about interactions between a coach and her players, tension among the 
boys, family responsibilities, and a town wrestling with its changing identity, St. John delivers a vivid, cohesive 
story about hope and determination. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Beginning of Everything by Robyn Schneider 
The way Ezra Faulkner sees it, everyone gets one great tragedy, after which life should roll on predictably. His 
middle-school best friend, Toby, gets his when a roller-coaster accident brands him a social misfit, and Ezra 
gets his a week before junior prom, when he, the tennis star and class president shoo-in, is injured by a 
distracted driver. When senior year begins, Ezra and his destroyed leg slide easily into a new social circle, 
eschewing the surface attempts of former friends to stay connected and instead joining Toby on the debate team. 
That’s where he meets Cassidy, a beguiling transfer student who helps Ezra discover his new self. To Ezra, it’s 
an idyllic relationship, so when it collapses, his worldview collapses, too—hadn’t he just recovered from his 
one great tragedy?  
 

 
Boy21 by Matthew Quick 
Basketball has always been an escape for Finley. He lives in broken-down Bellmont, a town ruled by the Irish 
mob, drugs, violence, and racially charged rivalries. At home, his dad works nights, and Finley is left to take 
care of his disabled grandfather alone. He's always dreamed of getting out someday, but until he can, putting on 
that number 21 jersey makes everything seem okay. Russ has just moved to the neighborhood, and the life of 
this teen basketball phenom has been turned upside down by tragedy. Cut off from everyone he knows, he won't 
pick up a basketball, but answers only to the name Boy21--taken from his former jersey number.As their final 
year of high school brings these two boys together, a unique friendship may turn out to be the answer they both 
need. 
 
 

Writing Assignment 
As you read, keep a ‘Reading Journal’; this is essentially a record of thoughts and reactions that you have while 
you read the book.  This journal is due on the first day of school!  Within this journal, you must include ALL 
of the following: 
 
Before you read: 
Judge the book by its cover, even though we usually say to avoid this! Write a paragraph about why you chose 
the book and then make a prediction based on either the cover or the description on the back. 
 
While you read: 
Write personal reactions to the text.  Options include:  

-Quotes that are meaningful to you and a reflection on why 
-Character(s) that you relate to and how/why 
-Plot elements that surprise you 
-Questions you have about the book 

 
After you read: 
Reflect on the book as a whole. What were the big ideas?  What was the message in the text?  What was the 
purpose of the author in writing this book?  Did you like/dislike it?  Why? 
 

**Extra Special Challenge: Read a second book from this list (no journal required)!** 
 
If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Kate Schaefer at 
kateschaefer@grcatholiccentral.org  
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