
Here is a video overview of the assignments 
 
Dear AP English Literature and Composition Students,   
 
Welcome to Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition! This is a challenging college-level course which 
will not only prepare you to take the AP exam in May (required), but will also enrich your literary background and 
enhance your writing and analysis skills, preparing you to do college-level work. 
 
Like most AP English courses across the country, ours requires reading, thinking, and writing over the summer months. 
Your first grades this fall will come from these summer assignments, but we will also routinely refer to these assignments 
throughout the year.  
 
Keep in mind that many of you will be writing your college application essay during the first few weeks of September 
(also required for this class, even if your college does not require an essay) so do not procrastinate on these assignments. 
Your summer assignments are due during the first week of school. Start as soon as possible (after a little break, of 
course).  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Get yourself ready to be successful! 
I think you’ll find that you’ll learn a lot of new information this year, and you’ll definitely do a lot of practice. It’s going 
to be best to keep everything in one place. Please take the following steps: 

1. Create a folder in Google Drive titled with your last name then “AP Lit”. So, if your last name was Smith, your 
folder would be titled “Smith AP Lit.” 

2. Share your folder with me (heatherrawe@grcatholiccentral.org). 
3. INSIDE your main folder, create these sub-folders: 

a. 1 Class Notes 
i. Inside this folder, create another sub-folder titled “1 Devices Review” 

1. Inside “1 Devices Review”, make a document titled “1 Summer Lit. Device Review” 
b. 2 Reading Notes 

i. Inside this folder, create a document titled “1 A Prayer for Owen Meany” 
c. 3 Writing Skills Practice 

i. Inside this folder, create a document titled “1 A Prayer for Owen Meany Character Complexity” 
ii. Inside this folder, create a document titled “2 A Prayer for Owen Meany Q3 Essay” 

 
Note: You MUST put the numbers in front of the folder and document names- the numbers will keep everything you do 
this year in chronological order. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
AP Exam Information: Please carefully read over this information concerning the AP Lit. exam to get some context for 
your summer assignments. We will look more closely at the exam set-up in the fall, but here’s a brief overview. 
 
The AP Lit. exam has four parts and is three hours in length: 

1. 55 multiple choice questions: This section will ask you to closely read various passages and answer multiple 
choice questions concerning those passages. This will test your ability to read closely while paying attention to 
literary devices (characterization, setting, irony, etc.) and writer’s craft (tone, diction, syntax, figurative language, 
etc.). 
 

2. Free response question 1 (“Q1”): This is a poetry response essay. On the exam, you will be provided with a poem 
that you will read and then you will write a response based on a specific prompt. The prompt will ask you to talk 
about how the poet “uses literary devices and techniques” to ‘do’ something in the poem. For example: Explain 
how the poet uses literary devices and techniques to convey the speaker’s complex attitude toward her family. 

 
3. Free response question 2 (“Q2”): This is a short prose response essay. Usually, you are provided with a short 

passage from a novel (although sometimes they do give a very short story). Like the poetry essay, the prompt will 
ask you to talk about how the author “uses literary devices and techniques” to ‘do’ something in the passage. For 
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example: Explain how the author uses literary devices and techniques to reveal the main character as a complex 
person. 

 
4. Free response question 3 (“Q3”): This essay will provide you with a prompt and you will have to think of a book 

you have read in high school (preferably in AP Lit.) that you can write about to respond to the prompt. They do 
give a list of “suggested texts” they think you could use effectively to respond to the prompt, but you do not have 
to write about a book they list. Basically, you need to read some great literature this year so you are prepared to 
write this essay! You can browse past Q3 prompts using these links: 2000-2012 and 2013-2019 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Assignment 1: Review 
Since much of the exam requires you to use knowledge of “literary devices or techniques”, I’d like you to spend some 
time this summer reviewing those concepts. You need a strong foundation of these concepts before we can focus our work 
this year on complexity within these topics.  
 

Plot 
Setting 
Characterization 
Point of view 
Symbol and allegory 
Theme 
Style, tone, and language 
Reading and writing about fiction 

1. Open the “1 Devices Review” folder, then open the document titled “1 
Summer Lit. Device Review”. 
 
2. Inside that one document, take notes on each article, clearly labeling the 
sections of the document with the device name. NOTE: You will have an 
open-note quiz on this information in the fall, so take good notes! 
 
You’ll be working with these concepts as you read A Prayer for Owen Meany, 
so I’d suggest doing this first assignment early in the summer before starting 
the book. We will reference this assignment and these devices almost daily in 
class this year! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Assignment 2: Novel 1 
 

A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving   

Read, closely when the text calls for it, and take notes on this novel. 
It reads slowly at first, establishing the setting and tone, but once 
you start “hearing” Owen speak, you will be hooked.  This is an 
unusual novel of bizarre but likeable characters. Set against the 
backdrop of the turmoil of our involvement in Vietnam, it is also 
effective social satire. This is the type of novel that resonates, like 
Owen’s voice, long after you finish reading it.  Following is some 

brief biographical information on Irving, followed by the assignment details.  
 
 Biographical Information - John Irving  
Although John Irving is inclined to discourage the searching for parallels between his 
literature and his life, there is an autobiographical element in his work.  John Irving also 
grew up in a small New Hampshire town in the 1950’s.  Born in Exeter, New Hampshire, 
on March 1, 1942, Irving was raised in an academic environment and remained there 
until the success of The World According to Garp freed him from teaching in 1978.  He 
graduated from the prestigious Phillips Exeter Academy in 1961, the University of New 
Hampshire in 1965, and received his M.F.A. at the University of Iowa in 1967.   
A Prayer for Owen Meany reflects Irving’s devotion to classic storytelling and creative 
characterization.  It is a story of humor and heartbreak, of faith and fate, and of enduring 
friendship.  In boldly accepting his perceived destiny, the larger-than-life central character,  who will never be taller than 
five feet at adult height, leaves a lasting legacy of courage and faith.  The novel provokes laughter and tears, inspiring 
wonder and self-discovery and inviting a test of our own faith in consideration of the timeless question: Do we believe in 
miracles? 
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Along with reading this novel, do the following tasks: 
 
Task 1: Take notes as you read. Go into your “2 Reading Notes” folder, then into the “1 A Prayer for Owen 
Meany” document. You should take your notes chronologically as you read, and you should include direct 
quotations from the reading with your commentary on those quotations. One effective way of taking notes on 
literature is the DED note method. These notes will prepare you for discussion on the novel at the beginning of the 
school year and will be given a grade. I’m not looking for a specific number of quotations: be thoughtful and 
thorough, and remember that this is a college-level course and a long book.  
 
Task 2: One of our major goals in AP Lit. is to be able to closely and critically analyze the complexities of a text. 
We will spend a lot of time on complexity: Q1 and Q2 call for you to write about complexity, and you can’t earn 
the sophistication point on the rubric without addressing complexity. I will introduce you to what “complexity” 
means at the beginning of the school year, but I want you to start thinking about it and I want to see how you 
‘define’ character complexity at this point. To do this, I’d like you to find three passages from the book- one that 
shows John Wheelwright as a ‘complex character’, one that shows Owen Meany as a ‘complex character’, then 
one that shows another character (your choice) as a ‘complex character’. Take a clear picture of each passage and 
import those pictures into a document (this should be inside “3 Writing Practice” then the document titled “1 A 
Prayer for Owen Meany Character Complexity”). Under TWO of the pictures, I’d like you to write a response to 
the passage: explain the complexity revealed in the passage. These should each be about one typed, double-spaced 
page. (You are choosing three passages but only writing about two- you will write about the third passage in class 
after doing some complexity work).  
 
Task 3: Choose a Q3 prompt ( 2000-2012 and 2013-2019) that you believe could be answered using this novel. 
Write an essay in response to the prompt using good paragraphing and structure. Be sure to write as academically 
as possible. You should start with a thesis that responds to the prompt then write at least three body paragraphs 
and a conclusion. This is a draft. We will cover good writing technique at the beginning of the school year and 
you will be revising this essay. There is no length requirement for this essay: respond fully and thoughtfully to the 
prompt using multiple pieces of direct evidence (quotations) from the text.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Assignment 3: Novel 2 
 
Since your success on Q3 relies so heavily on being well-read, it’s important that you start reading for pleasure if you 
don’t already. You can access a list of books along with the years they were suggested on Q3 here. Notice that there are 
some books that show up again and again-- they might be worth reading! Additionally, this blog post addresses some 
things to think about when choosing books, and it has a suggested reading list toward the bottom. You do not have to 
choose a book off either of these lists, though. If you’re not choosing a book off these lists, please just email me and get it 
approved before starting. You can Google “books to read for AP Literature” to get other ideas.  
 
This assignment might even be enjoyable (*gasp*) if you coordinate with a friend to read the same book and discuss it. 
They could also help keep you accountable to complete the reading! 
 
Please note that we will read the following books/plays as a whole class this year, so you should avoid them this summer: 
Hamlet by William Shakespeare, Frankenstein by Mary Shelley, Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut, and The Kite 
Runner by Khaled Hosseini. 
 
Complete at least one of these assignments: 

● A “major works data sheet”, while slightly tedious to complete, is an excellent way to (1) make sure you’ve 
looked at the text from every angle, and (2) organize analysis for later studying/prepping for Q3. Make a copy of 
the MWDS document linked above and fill it in digitally. This should be in your “2 Reading Notes” folder, and 
the document should be named “2 [insert book title] MWDS”. 

● Create a Padlet for the book. I’d suggest using the “shelf” layout on Padlet, and putting big ideas (theme ideas/ 
literary devices) along the top, then examples/analysis ‘coming down’ from each main idea. Be sure to be specific 
and directly reference the text. You can work on a Padlet with a friend, too, and each add analysis to the same 
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Padlet.  Limit your Padlet to two people, total.  You should email me a link to your Padlet by the first day of 
school.  

● If you read along with a friend, create a podcast that analyzes the book through a thematic lens. Use this structure 
to help you, which is based off of the podcast called Harry Potter and the Sacred Text. It will be helpful to listen 
to an episode of the podcast first to get an idea for what it should sound like. Here’s a link to season 1, episode 1. 
There is an app called Anchor in your self-service that you can use to do this, or you could meet with your friend 
on Zoom or Google Meet and record the meeting. You should email me a link to your podcast by the first day of 
school.  
 

Enjoy your summer, read good books,  
and email Mrs. Rawe (heatherrawe@grcatholiccentral.org) 

if you have questions on this assignment.  
 

 
Library access: 
KDL: Online Check Out Options  (Don’t have a library card? Sign up for one here.) 
 
GRPL: Online Check Out Options.  (Don’t have a library card?  Sign up for one here.) 
 
 
Free trials: 
Audible 
 
Scribd 
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