
Summer Reading: AP Language and Composition  
(Video Explanation) 
Instructor:  Mary Burns 

maryburns@grcatholiccentral.org 
 
Welcome to AP Language and Composition, a college-level skills class requiring extensive reading, 
writing, research, and discussion.  The readings, which are predominantly non-fiction, are analyzed in 
terms of stylistic and rhetorical choices, and they model the kind of writing you will do throughout your 
academic careers—nonfiction expository, persuasive, and narrative essays. You will also study the 
rhetoric of visual media, synthesize primary and secondary source material into your own compositions, 
imitate techniques of professional authors, and analyze current events, considering various perspectives 
and viewing them through many lenses, including your personal values and morals. Each quarter involves 
AP test practice, including timed writings and multiple-choice quizzes..  
 
* Please purchase a single subject spiral notebook (for use throughout the school year, beginning with 
your two summer assignments.)  
 

ASSIGNMENT  1:  Read Outliers: The Story of Success, by Malcolm Gladwell 
 
Good Reads summary: “Malcolm Gladwell takes us on an intellectual journey 
through the world of "outliers"--the best and the brightest, the most famous and 
the most successful. He asks the question: what makes high-achievers different? 
His answer is that we pay too much attention to what successful people are like, 
and too little attention to where they are from: that is, their culture, their family, 
their generation, and the idiosyncratic experiences of their upbringing. Along the 
way he explains the secrets of software billionaires, what it takes to be a great 
soccer player, why Asians are good at math, and what made the Beatles great.” 
 
Free options: 
KDL Online  or GRPL Online  
Free Trials (All Genres): Audible or Scribd 
Past AP students may still have one you can borrow. 
  
Assignment:  
 
1.  Read and enjoy Outliers. Make brief notes (for yourself, not me) to mark theories you find especially 
surprising, intriguing, questionable or otherwise worthy of whole class discussion. 
 
 2.  When you are finished reading, complete the following: 
 

A. Choose one chapter and zero in on a particular passage (2-5 paragraphs) you find the most 
interesting. Take a photo or screenshot of the passage and open it on your computer screen. 

B. Using Loom (Screen and cam), create a video:   Loom- computer tutorial, Loom- iPad tutorial 
- Introduce yourself to me. 
- Summarize the passage. 
- Explain how it functions within the chapter, noting the chapter title. 
- Explain how that chapter functions  within the book--how it builds on ideas, presents 

new ideas, sets the foundation for something that comes later in the book, etc. 
C. Then write a one-page response to the main claim made within the passage. Suggestions: How 

convincing is Gladwell? What has he done to support his claims? How is the theory supported or 
weakened by other events or situations with which you are familiar. What additional questions 
does the theory raise? 

https://www.loom.com/share/b6498b54ce2e4177a9ac1c76ba5da963
https://www.kdl.org/downloads
https://www.grpl.org/download/
https://www.audible.com/
https://www.scribd.com/?lohp=2
https://www.loom.com/share/0e8e9e69031a44d7ad32dbffe52a3981
https://www.loom.com/share/36cdd0f2ff0a4df180b7cded6783c125


 
ASSIGNMENT 2:  REHUGO Project 

 
One of the major goals of the AP Language and Composition Course is to help facilitate informed 
citizenship. This REHUGO assignment is intended to broaden your knowledge of the world around you 
so that you can develop and support your own arguments and think critically about the arguments of 
others.   

The REHUGO assignment allows students to make choices within each category of the acronym: 

R = Reading 
E = Entertainment 
H = History 
U = Universal Concepts/Truths 
G = Government & Current Events 
O = Observations/Personal Experiences 

  

Category 1: Longer Reading (Choose at least 1) 
❏ Read a full length work of fiction: free choice, 

but you are encouraged to seek out 
something challenging and/or AP level. 
(suggestions) 

❏ Read a full length work of nonfiction: free 
choice (suggestions) 

Category 2: Shorter Reading (Choose at 
least 1) 
❏ Read an essay of your choice (maybe 

look here or here to find one) 
❏ Read poetry of your choice (maybe 

look here to find one) 
❏ Read an article of your choice from an 

online or print newspaper or 
magazine.  

Category 3: Entertainment (Choose at least 1) 
❏ Watch an Academy Award winning movie 

(suggestions) 
❏ Watch an award winning movie (any award) 
❏ Watch a classic Hollywood movie  

(suggestions) 
❏ Watch a documentary on a subject of your 

choice 
❏ Watch a TED Talk on a subject of your choice 
❏ Listen to a Podcast on a subject of your 

choice (suggestions) 
❏ Listen to an album in a genre that you don’t 

typically like 
❏ Read an article or book on an entertainer or 

entertainment topic of your choice 
❏ Attend a lecture or author talk 
❏ View/Listen/Read/Attend something else in 

the entertainment realm: music, theatre, 
movies, dance, etc. 

Category 4: History (Choose at least 1) 
❏ Watch a documentary on a historical 

time, place, event, or person 
❏ Watch a fictional movie based on 

historical events or people 
❏ Read a historical fiction novel 
❏ Read a non-fiction book on a historical 

time, place, event, or person 
❏ Read an article about a historical time, 

place, event, or person 
❏ Read an article or document of 

historical significance (written at the 
point of history) 

❏ Experience a historical speech via 
video, audio, or text 

❏ Visit a history museum of some sort 
❏ View/Listen/Read/Attend something 

else in the history realm 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1spk5Ssrw-jF3guzRlOuRHJBr-lziJ3oytPwyu9-BXGM/edit?usp=sharing
https://tetw.org/
https://www.getfreeebooks.com/read-hundreds-of-the-greatest-essays-ever-written-by-famous-authors-for-free/
https://allpoetry.com/classics/famous_poems
https://www.ranker.com/list/every-oscar-winning-film-ever/drake-bird
http://www.filmsite.org/momentsindx.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qKhbAGG2-JfJ4HdTqlqfYjr1mpWw7uVPvwTJ6i3hcFI/edit?usp=sharing


 Category 5: Universal Truth (Choose at least 1) 
❏ Find and reflect on a quote (non-cliche) that 

presents a universal truth (a generally 
accepted statement about life) (suggestions) 

❏ Observe some situations from the outside. 
What is a universal truth about life that you 
notice from your observation? 

❏ Read a philosophical book or essay 
(suggestions) 

❏ Read about a major philosophical movement 
(suggestions) 

❏ Read about a famous philosopher  
( suggestions) 

❏ Read about some moral/ethical issues related 
to a field you’re interested in (suggestions) 

Category 6: Government/Politics (Choose at 
least 1) 
❏ View/Listen/Read about a current 

event: local, national, or world 
❏ Attend a local public government 

function (borough council meeting, 
school board meeting, etc.) 

❏ Visit/tour a public government site  
❏ Get involved with advocacy of an 

issue that’s important to you 
❏ Volunteer with a local candidate or 

representative of your choice to get an 
inside look at the process 

❏ Follow the progress of an 
in-the-works bill that interests you 

Category 7: Observation & Experience (Choose at least 1) 
❏ View a piece of significant art (in person or in a book/website… well-known or not) 
❏ Visit a museum (real or virtual!) of a non-historical type 
❏ Visit a place you’ve never been (local or global) 
❏ Attend a type of event you’ve never attended before (festival, ceremony, etc.) 
❏ Write in a journal every day for two weeks (and then write your reflection on the experience) 
❏ Find a new recipe and voluntarily cook a meal for your family or friend group 
❏ Take a lesson on an activity you’ve never done before (virtually or in person) 
❏ Interview an older relative about their life experiences 
❏ Volunteer some time in a place/organization that you’ve never done before 
❏ Try a new physical activity (like a sport or exercise) or a new spiritual or mental activity (like 

yoga, meditation, or mindfulness) 
❏ Take a leisurely walk around the neighborhood, while paying attention to the sensory 

experience in a way you usually don’t 
❏ Attempt to experience complete silence (from sound AND distractions) for a set period of time 
❏ Spend time doing a specific activity for a younger relative (sibling, cousin, niece/nephew, etc.) 
❏ Create a piece of artwork or compose a piece of writing, music, or dance 
❏ Build something 
❏ Some other cool experience or observation 

 
The rules:  
 

● Don’t choose things you’ve already read, watched, or done (e.g. you can’t use the same book you 
used for your English project last year). 

● You can’t double-dip (e.g. you can’t count a book that you’re also reading for AP Psych summer 
work, and you can’t count the same history documentary in both the Entertainment category and 
the History one).  

● Some of them CAN be things you’ve already been planning on doing this summer (e.g. visiting a 
museum on vacation or a particular book that’s been on your to-read list). These are meant to fit 
into your regular summer plans. 

● You can do them with friends or family if you choose. 
● The point is to have and reflect on NEW experiences. 

http://wisdomquotes.com/life-quotes/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HOtCGiVcXntSNsbo3kFqL5PrM_Uk8SaBa9jj4iUaG34/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.philosophybasics.com/general_whatis.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sybROnxZ3nia0W_4_xrtmxyA0eoMbo2FPqF9YoZHZbo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.prindlepost.org/
http://mentalfloss.com/article/75809/12-world-class-museums-you-can-visit-online
https://www.experiencegr.com/blog/post/grand-rapids-summer-festivals/


Evidence and Reflections: Create a folder in Google Drive, with separate reflections. 
 

1. Identify your source/activity, giving as much basic information as possible (such as title, author, 
creator, physical location, URL, time, place, etc.) 

2. Write about a half page reflection, thoughtfully commenting on your experience & answering 
one or more of the following:  

● What did you notice about the source/activity? 
● What did you like about the source/activity? What about it pushed you out of your 

comfort zone? 
● What did you THINK about the source/activity? 
● What do you know/understand now that you didn’t before? 
● How did this experience change the way you think about something? 
● What is a thought, idea, or perspective that you might not have considered if you hadn’t 

encountered this material? 
  
Although it’s not required, feel free to be creative in your presentation (ex. Include evidence you’ve 
gathered, such as pictures, pamphlets,  etc.) 
  
Grading: 
 
To get a 90+, complete at least 7 activities and reflections, (including at least one from each category)  
To get a 80-89, complete at least 5 activities and reflections (category ONE must be included) 
To get a 70-79, complete at least 3 activities and reflections. (category ONE must be included) 
  
*Note that the number of activities you choose to complete will earn you a grade within the set range, as 
indicated above. Where your grade falls within that range will depend on the degree to which your work 
shows evidence of engagement, critical thinking, thoroughness, and reflection.  

 
Due:    
 
The first full day of classes. If you complete these activities sporadically throughout the summer, you will 
find that the amount of writing/response you’re doing is rather reasonable. If you wait until the last few 
days of summer and then try to do it all at one shot, this is going to seem like a huge, onerous task. 
Additionally, cramming it all in at once means you’re just going through the motions and missing the 
point of the assignment (engagement with the world). You’ve chosen to take a high level thinking course; 
do you really want to start out taking all of the shortcuts? If shortcuts are your thing, do you really want 
to be in a college level course? 
 
Note: 
 
This assignment is not requiring you to do any particular activity. You don’t have to spend a dime or do 
anything extravagant; essays and other short texts can easily be found online, while books and many 
movies are available for free at the public library. The extensive list of options is meant to provide 
flexibility for your situation, interests, and abilities, so you can meet your chosen tasks over the summer 
whether you’re traveling to Europe or not leaving home. Though the goal is to get you engaging with 
new things, you could complete the required array of activities with nothing more than an internet 
connection and some creativity. This is especially important this year due to COVID-19 and restrictions 
you may encounter due to social distancing. 


